Fayetteville Brethren Church News
April, 2007

God is our refuge and strength!

Pastor: Rev. Milton Maly Sunday Worship Service 10:30 AM 1022 Kramr Rd. at Ross Prairie Church Rd.
Phone: 979-872-8762 Sunday School: 9:30 AM Mailing address: P.O. Box 11
Organist: Elizabeth Ripple Fayetteville, TX 78940

Website address: FayettevilleBrethrenChurch.org
Upcoming Events:

Apr.1 & 15 (Sun.) Faith Sharing, 7:00 PM
Apr. 6 Choir Practice for Sunrise Service
April 8 (Sun.) Easter Sunrise Service — 7:00 AM

With Holy Communion,
breakfast and Egg Hunt
A 10:30 AM worship will not be held.

Apr. 13 & 27 (Fri.) Praise & Prayer, 7:00 PM

Apr. 15 (Sun.) Jill Miller here; potluck lunch

Apr. 22 (Sun.) Congregational meeting after worship
Apr. 22 (Sun.) Christian Sisters' mtg. after worship
May 6 (Sun.) Elders meeting after worship

May 13 (Sun.) Mother's Day; Holy Communion

May 27 (Sun.) 8:00 AM Sunday Worship

June 24 (Sun.) 9™ Annual Church Celebration

June 27 (Wed.) Pictures will be taken for a new

Church directory (more details soon)
Pastor’s Corner:

"This cup is a new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you."
(Luke 22:20)

As we always do on Easter Sunday, we will be partaking of the Lord's Supper on Easter
Sunday. As in most Christian Churches, we Brethren are regular in our observance of this
Sacrament that was instituted by our Lord Jesus. Communing with God in this way is a
reminder of the bond we have with Him through the life and sacrifice of His Son. | believe that it
would be good for us to remember something about that Good Friday event in the life of our
Lord to get a fresh perspective of the meaning of this practice.

To do so, | share with you some thoughts found in our denomination's Youth
Newsletter... an e-mail information and outreach ministry of the Unity's Youth Director: Kimberly
Stewart:

"Three days before Easter, Jesus gathered the disciples together for a Passover Seder —
what we now know as The Lord's Supper. In a traditional Seder, when Jesus lifted the cup of
wine, He should have said, "Blessed are You, Lord out God, King of the universe, for giving us
the fruit of the vine."

"But He did something unexpected. He said, "This cup is a new covenant in my blood,
which is poured out for you." (Luke 22:20) And the disciples would have recognized that, too,
because that is very close to the language used in a Jewish betrothal. When the father of the
young woman has agreed tot the betrothal, the young man holds out a cup of wine to the young
woman and says. "This cup is a new covenant in my blood, which | offer to you." Itis as if he
has said, "I love you, and I'll give you my life. Will you marry me?" And if she accepts the cup,
she accepts the offer, and gives her life in response.
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"How astounding, then, are the words of Jesus! This wasn't the Last Supper — this
was a marriage proposal. Each time we participate in communion, we renew our own marriage
vows to God — and are reminded that He is truly in love with us."*

And so, as we gather this Easter Sunday to participate in this Sacrament, may we be
powerfully aware of God's love for each one of us!

Rev. Maly

Prayer Concerns:

Barbara Roesler

Leara Henneke

Ann Heintschel

Brenda Hammond (daughter of Pauline and David Ott)

Estelle Vasut (mother of Ed Vasut)

Rose Lundeen — daughter of Doris and Laddie Ripple

Noel Thomas

Ed and Edna Krivacka and their son Mark and family (neighbor to Edith Rek)
The Thiessens (our missionary family in Mexico) and Jill Miller
For our military personnel serving in Irag and other places
Ginger Marshall's sister and brother—in-law

For rain

Tamara and Cynthia — Crystal Thomas' sisters

Mrs. Waldine Oncken — daughter of Henry and Sabina Elsik
Elroy Geisler (brother to Doris Cervenka)

Betty Favor (sister to Lee Roy Cervenka)

Joe Hayek and Evelyn Koehl

Millie and Charles Schiller — Industry Brethren Church

Charisse Richarz (Rev. Maly's fellow Spanish instructor at Blinn).
Mr. Wise (husband of J.B. Branan's cousin)

Matthew Boeer and family (friends of the Malys)

The persecuted church

Delores Coufal — Industry Brethren Church

Anita Coufal - Industry Brethren Church

Leland Moeckel -- Industry Brethren Church

Dottie — friend of Nancy Vasut

Safe travels for those on the road.

Gregory Maly (serving in the Air Force overseas)

John Ragsdale and his sons

For individuals who are overcoming alcoholism and maintaining sobriety

April Birthdays
13 — Phillip Ragsdale 14 — Pat Johnson 16 — Lillie Brightwell 17 — Noel Thomas
27 — Alma Urban 30 — Rick Longobardi
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Flowers, Communion Set-up, Church Cleaning:

For April: - Margaret Michalsky — thank you!!
Holy Communion will be observed on Easter Sunday

PLEASE - bring an Easter lily to decorate the church on Easter Sunday morning!!
NOTE: Several months are still open on the flower and communion set up list in the

narthex. Sign up for a month and help with our worship in this way. You can share
a month with another person.

Church News:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7

8)

Lunch in April: A potluck lunch will be held on Sunday, April 15" when missionary

Jill Miller will visit us. In May, a potluck will held on the 20™.

We welcome our new members: - On Sunday, March 25, Josh McCoy, Michelle Smith
and Cameron and Blake became members of our church. We welcome them in to our
fellowship.

April 15 — Missionary Jill Miller will be visiting with us: On Sunday, April 15", Jill
Miller be visiting with us. Jill has served as a missionary in Oaxaca, Mexico. She is
now back in Texas and is more excited than ever about her call to missions. Some
options that she is currently looking into are returning to Oaxaca, attending a Youth
With A Mission school in Spain, or applying to a Birth Attendant School offered by a
YWAM base in Australia. Please make plans to join us as we welcome Jill along
with her parents.

Sunday Morning Adult Study on Hebrews is being led by Mike and Elaine Kelly.
Please come and grow in faith as we study God's world.

Faith Sharing: Sunday, April 1st and 15th at 7:00 PM at church. Please come
and be encouraged as members give testimony to Jesus' presence in their lives.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast: Meets each Monday at 6:45 AM at the church. Please contact
Jim Walker, Jerry Marshall or Ed Vasut if you have questions.

Prayer and Praise Service: Friday, April 13th and 27th at 7:00 PM at church.
Please come ready to sing your favorite songs as we sing praises to our wonderful
Lord! We have time of singing each person’s favorite hymn followed by a brief time
of prayer.

Sunday, May 27": An 8:00 AM worship service will be held on May 27" followed by
Sunday School. The Board of Elders approved this change due to the Ellinger Chamber
of Commerce festival.
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Board of Elders Report: The construction of the fellowship hall is complete.

The first function in the new hall was held on March 23 and 24 — the Christian Sisters'
fundraiser. On April 22 a congregational meeting will held to vote on a representative to
attend the Unity of the Brethren convention at the Wall Brethren Church on July 5-7' the
next project will be a parking lot. Prause Paving from Columbus has been hired to do this
job. The cost will be $16,639. Donations are being accepted to fund this project. If you
would like to make a donation towards this effort, please make your check payable

to “Fayetteville Brethren Building Fund.”

Please remember our military personnel: When you are picking up Easter treats for
loved ones or at any other time, please remember to pick up an item to send to our
military personnel serving in Irag and other places oversea. Some of the items needed
include crackers, nuts, trail mix, gum, hard candy, tissues, lip balm, letters of encourage-
ment, beef jerky, baby wipes, hand wipes and foot powder. Please place these items

in the box in the narthex. Pauline Ott is in charge of this project and reports that the
recipients are highly appreciative of what is sent and often share the items with their
group. Please see Pauline if you have any questions.

The Christian Sisters' Society: The Christian Sisters' met Sunday, March 25™ after the
worship service with 10 members present. Items discussed were the results of the
fundraiser held on March 23 and 24, and the Christian Sisters' Union Retreat on April 21
at the Hus Encampment near Caldwell. Elected to serve for 2007-2009 was Beverly
Mikeska — secretary and Barbara Arambula — treasurer. Julia Thomas gave information
about her opportunity to go to New York this summer to study with the Geoffrey Ballet
and of a fundraiser that will be held on May 6 at the Czech Pavilion at the Fayette County
Fairgrounds. She has tickets for a Dance Theater - $10.00 donation, which includes a
show and a spaghetti meal — and she also has raffle tickets for sale.

The Christian Sisters' Union Retreat will be held on April 21 at the Hus
Encampment. A continental breakfast will be served from 8:15 AM — 9:00 AM;
Registration begins at 8:30 AM. The fee is $12 per person (includes lunch); activities
begin at 9:00 AM; retreat will end at 3:30 PM. Esther Holz of Houston will lead the
study sessions; Esther is a deacon at Willow Baptist Church in Houston. The deadline to
register is April 7. Those interested in going, please contact Liz Ripple.

If you would like to join the Christian Sisters' Society, please contact Beverly
Mikeska or Liz Ripple. Dues ($20) for 2007 can be paid now thru April 29. All ladies
age 16 and over may become a member. You do not have to be a member of the
church to join.

Hus Camp - Registration forms for the Unity of the Brethren 2007 Summer Camping
Program are in the foyer. The deadline for camp registration is May 15. There are
Several camps for our youth: Alpha Camp (ages 9-10); Pioneer Camp (ages 11-12);
Discovery Camp (ages 13-14); and Hus School (ages 15 and above). Any child who
Wants to go to camp may go — you do not have to be a member of the church to attend.
If you know of a child that wants to attend, please be informed that the cost is taken
care of by our church. There will also be a Brethren Youth Fellowship retreat on July 21
and 22 at the Hus Camp. For more information, contact Rev. Maly or Liz Ripple.
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Commemorative Church Plate: We now have available commemorative plate with a
picture of the church from the 1890's on the front along with a brief history and a list of
the pastors who have served. Itis a 9" plate with a 24K gold rim. We are selling them for
a $25 donation. They would make excellent gifts or birthday presents and come in
individual gift boxes — ready for wrapping. If you would like to purchase one, please
contact Liz Ripple. If you would like to have one shipped to you, please send $25.00

plus $5.00 for shipping and handling to FBC, PO Box 11, Fayetteville, TX 78940

Our congregation's 9" Annual Celebration_is two months away, but NOW is the time
to plan or make homemade items for the country store and the auction. Please note
that the Christian Sisters' need and appreciate items for their silent auction which will

be held during the celebration.

Thank you for the new manger: A very late, but grateful thank you is extended to the
nice person who built a new manger for our nativity scene! Thank you!

Church Sesquicentennial Cookbook: These cookbooks make ideal gifts and contain
many special recipes. If you would like to order a cookbook, please let Liz Ripple know
how many you would like. We are selling them for a $20.00 donation of which all
proceeds go to the building fund. If you would like to have one mailed to you, send
$20.00 plus $2.00 for shipping and handling to FBC, P.O. Box 11, Fayetteville, TX 78940

Memorials received — Memorials were made to the building & cemetery funds

last month in memory of Sabina and Henry Elsik, Anna, Arque and Elo Elsik and Eleanor
Bruton. If you would like to give a memorial for a friend or a loved one you may do so at
any time. Please note it on your check.

May Newsletter deadline: Articles are due no later than April 25th, please.

Closing Thoughts:

There was a redbird who came to a certain window each day to peer in at a family as if to say
"hi!" Then the little bird would fly up to a dogwood tree and sing to the heavens.

The family members looked forward to the redbird's visits. The mother began thinking that God
also looks forward to our visits with Him. She reflected that God is made happy when we leave
His presence singing His praises!

May Easter find you in God's presence with thankfulness and singing praises
to our Risen Lord!

From Marcia Swearingen
A Cup of Comfort Devotional








